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Opening statement:  

A Fond Farewell to the Class of 2026  

 

-Scott T. Reeves, MD, MBA 

 

On June 19, we celebrated the graduation ceremony for the 

class of 2026 which consisted of 17 residents, 3 cardiac 

fellows, 2 critical care fellows and one chronic pain fellow. Several new 

departmental milestones were achieved with 11 of our 17 residents going into 

fellowship for a 65% rate. This is much higher than the national average. We 

graduated our first two emergency medicine trained critical care fellows. Finally, 

we graduated our first chronic pain fellow in many years. I want to personally 

thank all the faculty and the whole department for your support in their 

education.  

In addition, we announced our outstanding residents and faculty of the year 

awards which are highlighted below. 
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Graduation Program 
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Graduation 



Andrew Fisher, MD 
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Graduation awards 

CA 1 Faculty Teacher 
of the year 

Dr. Latha Hebbar 

CA 2/3 Faculty Teacher of 
the year 

Dr. Amanda Faulkner 

The 2024-2025 Outstand-
ing Faculty of the Year 

Dr. Amanda Faulkner 

The Dr. Laurie Brown 
Resident Teacher of the 
Year Award 

Dr. Michael Reynolds 

The Dr. John E. Ma-
haffee Resident of the 
Year Award 

Dr. Benjamin Maxner 

The Dr. J.G. Reves Resi-
dent Research Award 

Dr. Rachel Liedberg 



 

 

Hello! My name is Elliot (or Ellie) Magaldi. I recently graduated from 
Clemson University with a B.S. in Animal Science and minors in biologi-
cal sciences and music. While at Clemson I was a TA for anatomy and I 
participated in research projects involving both psychology of perfor-
mance and quantitative ecology with a focus on avian species and arctic 
mammal populations. I was the first chair bassist in the Clemson sym-
phony orchestra, and president of the comedy improv club. I have always 
been passionate about science, and I am excited to be working in the an-
esthesia department while preparing for medical school. Outside of work 
I enjoy playing bass, sewing, trying new food, and spending time with 
my dog! 
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Welcome to the department 

Hi everyone, many of you may already know me, but my name is Zach 
Lee, and I am thrilled to be joining the department as faculty in July. I 
was born in Philadelphia, PA, where I spent a brief three weeks before 
moving to North Carolina, which I called home for the next 26 years. 
During that time, I lived in Winston-Salem for 10 years before moving to 
Chapel Hill, where I spent the following 16 years. If you couldn't tell 
from the scrub caps and lanyard, I attended both undergraduate and med-
ical school at the University of North Carolina (aka Carolina—Go 
Heels!). I then had the privilege of matching at MUSC for residency in 
2022, where I have spent four fantastic years meeting wonderful people, 
learning from you all, and making lifelong friends along the way. I live 
downtown in Charleston with my wife, Aurelia, who is a rising PGY-2 
in the ENT Department here at MUSC. We are excited to continue ex-
ploring Charleston's food and bev scene and to take advantage of every 
opportunity to travel and see more of the world. I look forward to having 
the chance to work with you all as faculty! 

Farrah is a recent graduate of the University of South Carolina, 
where she earned a B.S. in Cellular and Molecular Neurosci-
ence. She intends to attend medical school and then specialize in 
anesthesiology. As a research assistant, she is excited to be im-
mersed into the anesthesia field and absorb everything she can 
learn about it. In her free time, she enjoys reading, photography, 
watching various sports, and acting. 

Ellie Magaldi 

Research Assistant 

Zach Lee 

Assistant Professor 

Farrah Speaks 

Research Assistant 



 

 

Each year the COM recognizes both faculty and residents who excel in teaching and mentorship through 
the Golden Apple award process. This year I’m proud to share the following, residents and faculty nomi-
nated for awards by our medical students.  Please congratulate them for a job well done.  I am so proud of 
our fantastic faculty and resident educators!  

 

Residents: 

Dr. Maxwell Rubin and Dr. Jacqui Morey were nominated for The Clinical Preceptor Excellence in Teach-
ing Award.  

 

Faculty:  

Dr. Katie Hatter was nominated for the Clinical Student Research Mentor Award and the Clinical Student 
Careers in Medicine Advising Award. 

Dr. Nicole McCoy was nominated for the Clinical Student Careers in Medicine Advising Award. 

Dr. David Stoll was nominated for the FPC teaching award  

Dr. Mariah Tanious was nominated for the Teacher of the Year Award. 

College of medicine teaching awards by gj guldan, md 

Dr. Loren Francis is excited to begin her tenure as the new Adult Cardiotho-
racic Anesthesia Fellowship Program Director this summer. She has been a 
grateful member of the MUSC community since beginning her residency here 
in 2013 and subsequently completing her CT fellowship in 2018. 
Dr. Francis is board certified in Cardiothoracic Anesthesiology, a Diplomate 
of the NBE for Advanced Perioperative Transesophageal Echocardiography, 
and a Fellow of the American Society of Echocardiography (FASE). Her par-
ticular clinical interests include heart and lung transplant anesthesia. Current-
ly serving on the Council on Perioperative Echocardiography (COPE) for the 
ASE, she has also served as Resident Cardiac Rotation Director and Associ-
ate Fellowship Program Director since 2020 under the mentorship of Dr. 
George Whitener. She is profoundly grateful to him for being an exceptional-
ly supportive friend, champion, and mentor throughout her time in leadership. 
As she takes the reins of the fellowship, she’d also like to thank Dr. Alan Fin-
ley (don’t tell him she said that) and Dr. Tim Heinke for their incredible ex-
amples in leadership. Looking ahead, she is thrilled to channel that same spir-
it of mentorship into training the next generation of CT anesthesiologists, and 
she counts herself lucky to have such a strong class of internal fellows to 
begin the upcoming academic year. 
Outside of her clinical and academic pursuits, she enjoys family life in 
Charleston with her husband and two boys, spending her free time reading, 
gardening, and tackling complex jigsaw puzzles. 
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New Cardiothoracic Fellowship director 

Dr. Loren Francis 



Andrew Fisher, MD 

 

PAGE 7 SLEEPY T IMES 

Meet our new interns 



Andrew Fisher, MD 
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Meet our new interns 



Andrew Fisher, MD 
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2026-2027 CA1 Class 



Andrew Fisher, MD 
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2026-2027 CA1 Class 



Andrew Fisher, MD 
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2026-2027 Fellows 



 

 

“Dr. Steine is hands down one of the most supportive and 
knowledgeable attendings we have. As residents we are still 
learning every aspect of patient care from procedures to physiol-
ogy to advanced anesthetic techniques- we are here to learn and 
Dr. Steine always remembers that. No matter how busy or cha-
otic a day is he is never harsh or cruel and always takes time to 
provide real time feedback that is designed to help you grow as 
a person rather. He never hesitates to answer a question without 
judgement even if you're a CA3 asking a CA1esque question Dr. 
Steine takes the time to explain the topic fully and makes sure 
you understand it. Outside of that he attends journal clubs and 
grand rounds. He is always present at department functions and 
goes out of his way to be social and engaged with the residents. 
We frequently are very hard on ourselves and Dr. Steine takes 
time to highlight the positives that we had success with that day 
and providing constructive feedback. I don't know how to ex-
plain it other than I feel completely safe with Dr. Steine. I can 
ask anything, any time without fear of reprisal. I learn from him 
everyday and literally jump for joy anytime I see his name next 
to mine on the schedule. He is someone I definitely hope to em-
ulate in my practice and I am very thankful to have him as an 
instructor.” 

FACULTY OF THE QUARTER 
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Patient compliment  
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Research corner 

Mariah Tanious, MD 

Michael Scofield, PhD 
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Positive Patient Experience Comments from SMP 

"Dr. Redding was wonderful" 

"Dr. Furse is always incredible and so supportive of family 
and patient needs. He provided incredible care and let me come 
back at the last second for PPI when my son would not go with 
child life. Katie, Dr. Furse, and Dr. Russell all made it a won-
derful experience."  

"Dr Tanious was amazing with Owen and so kind. We appre-
ciate her taking care of him."  

"The anesthesiologist was wonderful. His name was Dr. 
White if I remember correctly. He was very empathetic and 
eased our nerves speaking to him before my son's surgery. He 
was very nice and was able to answer every question we had 
for him. He let us go back with our son to the OR and he let me 
be right beside him as he fell asleep from the anesthesia. I truly 
appreciated that."   

Lights, Camera, Action: CA3 complete new OSCE Simulation  

In response to both feedback from residency alumni and a recent slide in national exam passage rate, Drs. Rebecca 
Bonaroti, Cecelia Taylor and Steven Vranian created a new simulation exercise for graduating CA3 residents. 
Modeled after the ABA Applied OSCE exam, the simulation featured both technical assessments and communica-
tion/professionalism stations (staffed by standardized patients). The goal of this new simulation is to provide the 
graduating seniors a glimpse into what to expect on exam day. We would like to thank the CCET staff and Dr. 
Catherine Tobin for the help in making this project a success in short order.  
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Grand rounds—July 2026 

“TBD” 

Shravani Durbhakula, MD,  Associate Professor 

July 21, 2026 

Department of Anesthesiology 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center 

“Complex Regional Pain Syndrome: Diagnosis and 
Management ” 

Chris Wallace, MD, Pain Fellow 

July 7, 2026 

Dept. of Anesthesia & Perioperative Medicine 
Medical University of South Carolina 

“TBD” 

Bhavala Yalamuru, MBBS,  Assistant Professor 

July 14, 2026 

Dept. of Anesthesiology 
UVA Health 

“Show me the money: An Overview of Anesthesia 
Billing and Reimbursement ” 

Steven Vranian, MD, Assistant Professor 

July 28, 2026 

Dept. of Anesthesia & Perioperative Medicine 
Medical University of South Carolina 



“Lecture Topic TBA ”  
April 23, 2019 

Joseph Abro, MD, Assistant Professor 
Dept. of Anesthesia & Perioperative Medicine 

Medical University of South Carolina 
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DEPARTMENT OF ANESTHESIA AND 

PERIOPERATIVE MEDICINE 

Email: hameedi@musc.edu 
Phone: 843-792-9369 

Fax: 843-792-9314 
 

C HECK  OUT  OUR  W EBSITE  

SLEEPY T IMES 

 
 

Resident Welcome Party 
July 5th—11am-2pm 

Bowens Island 
 

Holiday Party 
Saturday, December 5th  

Carolina Yacht Club 
 
 
 

ONE MUSC Strategic Plan 

I HUNG THE MOON 

Please don’t forget to nominate your co-workers for 

going ‘Beyond the Call of Duty.’ I Hung The Moon 

slips are available at the 3rd floor front desk and may 

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter:  
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Future Events/Lectures 

CA 1 Lecture Series 

7/9—OR Setup + Monitoring + Airway—Rishi 
Patel 

7/29—Preop → PACU + ENT  - Emily Nasser 

We Would Love to Hear From You! 

If you have ideas or would like to contribute 
 to Sleepy Times, the deadline for the August edition will be  

July 18, 2026.   

"I would like to give a shout out to Leslie Schwade and Gina 
Speziani at West Campus. We were able to complete six total 
joints (with one surgeon) by 4:30 on a late-start Tuesday. 
Thanks for a great day of teamwork!" - Steven Vranian, MD 

 

https://education.musc.edu/colleges/medicine/departments/anesthesia/clinical-divisions/chronic-pain-clinic
https://web.musc.edu/about/2025-strategy
https://twitter.com/MUSC_Anesthesia
https://www.facebook.com/MUSCAnesthesia/
https://www.instagram.com/musc.anesthesiology/

